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§1280.229 Personal liability.

No member or employee of the Board
shall be held personally responsible, ei-
ther individually or jointly, in any way
whatsoever to any person for errors in
judgment, mistakes, or other acts, ei-
ther of commission or omission, as
such member or employee, except for
acts of dishonesty or willful mis-
conduct.

§1280.230 Separability.

If any provision of the subpart is de-
clared invalid or the applicability
thereof to any person or circumstance
is held invalid, the validity of the re-
mainder of this subpart, or the applica-
bility thereof to other persons or cir-
cumstances shall not be affected there-
by.

§1280.231 Patents, copyrights, inven-
tions, product formulations, and
publications.

(a) Any patents, copyrights, inven-
tions or publications developed
through the use of funds collected by
the Board under the provisions of this
subpart shall be the property of the
U.S. Government as represented by the
Board, and shall, along with any rents,
royalties, residual payments, or other
income from the rental, sale leasing,
franchising, or other uses of such pat-
ents, copyrights, inventions, or publi-
cation, inure to the benefit of the
Board. Upon termination of this sub-
part, §1280.235 shall apply to determine
the disposition of all such property.

(b) Should patents, copyrights, inven-
tions or publications be developed
through the use of funds collected by
the Board under this subpart and funds
contributed by another organization or
person, ownership and related rights to
such patents, copyrights, inventions or
publications shall be determined by
agreement between the Board and the
party contributing funds towards the
development of such patent, copyright,
invention or publication in a manner
consistent with paragraph (a) of this
section.

§1280.232 Amendments.

Amendments to this subpart may be
proposed, from time to time, by the
Board or by any interested persons af-

§1280.233

fected by the provisions of the Act, in-
cluding the Secretary.

§1280.233 Referenda.

(a) Required referendum. For the pur-
pose of ascertaining whether the per-
sons subject to this part favor the con-
tinuation, suspension, or termination
of this part, the Secretary shall con-
duct a referendum among persons sub-
ject to assessments under §1280.217,
§1280.218, and §1280.219 who, during a
representative period determined by
the Secretary, have engaged in the pro-
duction, feeding, handling, or slaughter
of lamb; or the exportation of lamb.

(1) Time for referendum. The ref-
erendum shall be conducted not later
than 3 years after assessments first
begin under this part.

(2) Approval of part. This part may be
approved in a referendum by a major-
ity of those persons voting for approval
who also represent a majority of the
volume of lamb produced, fed, slaugh-
tered, handled, and exported.

(b) Subsequent referenda. The Sec-
retary shall conduct a subsequent ref-
erendum:

(1) Not later than 7 years after as-
sessments first begin under this part;

(2) At the request of the Board estab-
lished pursuant to §1280.201; or

(3) At the request of 10 percent or
more of the lamb producers, seedstock
producers, feeders, first handlers, and
exporters eligible to vote to determine
if the persons favor the continuation,
suspension, or termination of this part.

(c) Other referenda. The Secretary
may conduct a referendum at any time
to determine whether the continu-
ation, suspension or termination of
this part or a provision of this part is
favored by lamb producers, seedstock
producers, feeders, first handlers, and
exporters eligible to vote.

(d) Costs of referenda. The Board shall
reimburse the Secretary for any ex-
penses incurred by the Secretary to
conduct referenda.

(e) Manner of conducting referenda. A
referendum conducted under this sec-
tion with respect to this part shall be
conducted in the manner determined
by the Secretary to be appropriate.

(1) Voting. Eligible voters may vote
by mail ballot in the referendum or in
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